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This Day eve Publifted, 
And Sold by M. GURNEY, Holborn-Hill, 
1 The Negro, a Tale. Addreſſed to the Confideration of 
the Humane and Juſt. Price 1d. or 75. per hundred. 
2. 4A Parable again Perſecutior, Written in imitation of 
the ityle of the Old. eſtament. By Dr. Frankl. Price 1d. 


The Libet of the Four Evangelifts Matthew, Mark, 
Li. ns Jeb? Prod 3 


4. The Temple of Wealth, « Vifion. Price 2d. 


An Remembrance 
N 50 don 82 


6. 4 Fraqment on Benevolence. Price 1d. 
X A Chapter of Modern Apocrypha. Price 1d. | 
TW. B. Fhis beautiful little piece relates to the fituatian 
of Diſſenters, and is written in the ſtyle of Scripture. 

8. 4 View of the Advantages of the Chriſtian Sabbath. Weit- 


Price 1d. 


the Practice of Inoculation 
> —— of enfwered, 


— — 


Of J. Jonntou, St. Paul's Churct-Fard, may 
be had, 


. Ks 
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2. Prayers for the Uſe of Families. By B. Le. 
Frice 26. 6d. 
rr 
L Critical Review fer July, 1798, 


hg yr 


Ebe- Take; 3 molt celebrated Far 
edical Papers. To be continued Weekly, and to contain 


thirty-ſix pages, neatly printed in a ſmall fine. Price ad. 
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at 
and 
Emited numbers, that the Mafority of 
by Teſs than ff cen thuutand Elect- 
Shi, even if the male adults in the kingrlom be eſtimated at fo 
Jow 2 number as three millions, is not more han the two hundreth 


chile is only rene ved once in Seven Years. 

- Your Pet thus diſtinctly tate the ſubject matter of their 
co-nplaints, that your Honourable HVuſe may be convinced that 
are acting frum no, ſpirit of general diſcontent, and that you may wi 
the more caſe be enabled to enquire into the facts, and to apply the 


remedy, 

Foa the evidence in of the Fix COMPLAINT, your 
Petitic ners pefer to the Return Bok of yuur Honourable Houſe.—bs 
it fitting, that Rutland and Yorkſhire ſhould. bear an equal rank in 
the ſcale of County Repreſentation ; — — 
alone ſhould, by its extra ! cugh Members, out- 
. number uot the — — — and Rutland t 
ther, but of Middieſex added to them? Or, if a diitinction be taken 
hetween the landed al the trading Intereſts, muſt it not «ppear mon- 
ſtroua, that Cornwall and W:Itfhire ſhould fend more Borough Mem- 
bers to lameat, than Yorkſhive, Lancaſhve, Warwickſhire, 
NI ddllefirs, Worcetter!tire, and Somerf. tſh re un ted? and that the 
total Reperſentatian of ali Scotiind ſhoukl but exceed by ane Mem- 
ber, the. number returned for a fingle County in E , *;\ 
u The SEConD ComPLarnr of Petitioners is fuunded on the 

| : a ive Franchiſe is diftributed, 


your Hon. Members are returned by 
where the ght of voting is veſted ip or 
other Tenures of a familar detcription, . in which it to 
trifle with the pat:ence of your Honourable Houſe, to mention any 
number of voters whatever, the electrons at he places alluded to, be- 
mg notrioully a mere matter of form. And this yeur Petitiorcers 
ace realy to prove. 
They affirm, that in a:{dition to the ſeventy Honourable Members 
ſo cholen, ninety more of your I oourable Members are elected by 
furty - ſix in none cf which the number of voters exceed fifty, 
And this your Petitioners are ready to prove. "x 
They affirm, that in addition to the hundred and ſixty fo elected, 
more of yuur Hunourable Members are elected by nine- 
places, in none of which the number of vo ers exceeds one hun- 
reer b 
. They affirm, that in addition to the wed and ninety feven 
Honovradle Members ſo c , fifty-two more art returned to ſerve 
| | s, in none of - hich the number 
And this your Petition ers are ready 


ſo eli cted, t. rteen diſtricts of Buryhs in Scotland, not containing 
ove hu·hiedd voters each, and two diſtricts of Burghs, net containing 
one hundred ud tw-ucy-five each, teturu fifteen more Honourrbie 
Nie bers. And his yuur Petitioners are ready to prove. 

And n this ma ner, according to the ace of the n- 
tation, two hundred and ninety- four of your Honourable Members 
rr 
are enable tu deci ions in the name 
Er. dard Scotland. - 
us TrinD r — 49 * the 

int complicated rights of voting. From the caprice with which 
2 = the obiturity in which 
involve by tune and contradictory deciſions, they are become a 
ſource of inſinite contuſion, litigation, and ex ence. 

Your Petitioners need not tender any evidence of the inconveniences 
which are from this defect in the Repreſentation, becauſe the 
is to be fcund in your Journals, and the Minutes of the different 
mittes who have been appointed under the roth and »2th of the 
King, Your Honourable Horſe is but too well acquainted with the 
— intricate, r iom which have been 

before you, in to import of thoſe 
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| yep remaining before your Honourable Huuſe, 
decilon to ĩatorm the Eleftors what their x: 

Bur the complaint uf your Petitioners on the ſubject of the 
of an un form and equitable principle in regulating the right of 
extends as well to the arbitrary manner in wh'ch fome are e 


as to the 1::trica.e qualifications by which others are adinitte to the 

exerciſc of that privilege. | | 
Religious Opinions create an incapacity to vote. All Papiſts are 

exciud.d generally, and, by the uptratien at the Teſt — 


ant Diſſenters are deprive] of a voice in the ek-ftion of Repreſenta 

tives in about thirty Buroug 8, where the righe of voting in confined. 
to Corporate Officers alone 3; a d:privation the more unjuſt Gable, be- 
cauſe, though ccnfidered as waworthy to vote, they ave deemed ca- 


. | 

le of bing elected. and may be the Repreſentatives of the 
== for which they are diſqu:hfied frum being the electors. * 

A man poſſaſſed of one ib, uſand pounds per annum, or any other 
fam, ar:fing from cop: hold, leaſehold for ninety · nie years, trade, 

in the Public Funds, or even freehold in the city of London, 
and miny other cities and towns having peculiar juriſdictions, is not 
thereby entitled to vote. Here agun a itrayge diſtinct n is taken 
bet een electing and repreſent ng, as 1 copy hold is a ſufficient qua- 
fication to fit in your Honour able lor. . 

A man paying t1xes to any amount, how great ſoever, for his 
domeſtic eitahlichmert, does nt thereby obtain a ri ht to vote, un- 
Ii, his refidlence be in ſo. ue burouglh where that right is veſted i the 
inha'\ntants. This exception operates in fixty plices, of which 
twenty-eight do not contain three hundred voters each, an4 the 
number of houtcholders in England and Wales (exclufire of 
Scotland), who pay all taxes, is 714,91 1, and of houſeholders who 
pay all Taxes, but the Howe and Window Taxes, is 284,459, as 
appears by à return m de to you Honourable Houſe in 1785: to 
thar, even ſuppoſing the ſixty placcs a''ovemer.tioned to contain, one 
with another, one thoutand voters in each, there will remain 939,370 
houſehol ers Vo have no voice in the Repreſentation, unleis they 
have obtained it by acciieit or by phate. Neuher their coutribu - 
tions to the public burdens, their peaceable de ne mox as good ſub- 
jets, nor their general reipeftability and merit as uſeſul citizens, af- 
ford them, as the la no» ttands, the ſmallett pretenfions to partici. 
pate in the choice of thoſ, who, under the na ne of their Repreſen- 
tative, may diipcie of their fortuncs and liberties. 

In Scotland the grievance ariſing from the nature of the rights of 
voting, has a different and ſtill more intolerable operation. In that 
great and populous d viſion of the kingdom, not only the great mais 
of the hovictul ters, but of tie land-holders aifo, are excluded from 
all participation in the choice of Repreſentatives. By the remains. of 
the feudil iy ſtem in the counties, the vote is ſevered from the land, 
and attached to what is called the ſuperiority. , In other words it is 
taken from the ſubſtance, and transferred to the ſhadow, becauſe, 
though each ot theſe ſaperiorities mult, with very few except ions, 
afite from lands of the prefent annual value of four hundred pounds 
ſterling, vei it is not neceſſary that the lands ſhould do more than 
give a name to the fuperiority, the puſſeilur of which may retain the 
right ot voting notwithitanding he be diveited of the property. And 
on the other hand, great landhoiders have the means afﬀford:d them 
by the {ame ſyitem, of adding to their influer.ce, wi hout expence to 
themſelves, by communicating to their contidential friends the pri- 
vilege of «|:&ing Members to ſerve in Parliament. The proceſs by 
which this operation is performed is ſunple. He who wishes to in- 
ereaſe the number of his depend int votes, ſurrenders his charter to 
the Crown, and parcelling out his eſtate into as many lots of four 
bundred pounds per annum, as may be convenient, conveys them to 
fach a+ he can confi.le in. To theſe, new charters are, upcn applica» 
ti n, craited by tle Crown, ſo as to ere each of them into a ſupe- 
r or ty, ve-hich privii ge once ob ained, the land itſelt is reconveyed to 
the or nl grantor; and tus the R. preſent tives of the Linded inte- 
reſt in Scoti. ml may be choſen by thoſe who have no real or beneti- 
c:al in tereſt in the land. | 

Such is the ſit ation in which the Counties of Scotland are placed. 
Wil reſpect to the Burghs, every ching that bears even the temblance 


. 


4 3») 
of popular choice, has lonx been done away. The election of Mem | 
bers to ſerve in Parliament is veſted in the Magiitrat-s and Town- 
Councils, who, having by various innovations, conſtuuted them- 
ſelves into ſelf · elecbe l bodies, in fie:d of Officers freely chi ſen by the 


inhabitants at large, have deprived the People of all part cipation in 
that privilege, the free exerciſe of h ch affords the only ſecurity they 
can poſſeſs for the protect ion of ther liberties and property. 

The FourTH and LasT Courts of your P-titioners is 
the length of the duration of Pirliaments. Your Ronburable Houſe 
kno-vs, that by the ancient laws and ſtatutes of this kirglom, fre- 
quent Parliaments onght to be held ; and that the fixrh of W:linm 
and Mary, c. 2. (ſince repenled) ſpea ing while the ipi t of the Re · 
volution vas yet warm, declared, that “ frequent and new Parliz- 
ments tend very much to the happy union and good ayrre:nent be- 
ewern King ard P ople;” and enafied, that no» Parliament ſhould 
la t longer than th ec years. Your Petitioners, without preiuming to 
add to ſuch an authority by any obſervations of their own, humbly 
pray that P:rli- ments way not be continued for feven years. 

Vous PETITIONERS have thus laid before you, the ſpeciße 

unds of complaint, from which they conceive every evil in the 
— to {pring, and on which they think every abuſe and 
inconvenience is foun | 

What thoſe abuſes are, and how great that inconvenience is, it 
becomes your P_t:tioners ro ſtate, as the beſt means of juſtitying their 

ent application to your Honourable Houſe. 

Your Petitioners then affirm, that from the combined } 
of the defefts they have powted out, ariſe thoſe ſcenes of confu- 
ſion, litigation an4 expence, which f diſgrace the name, and that 
extenſive (yitem of private patronage, which is to repugnant to the 


ſpirit of free Repreſentation. 
Your Petitioners intreat of your Honourable Houſe to confider 
and to refle&t upon 


the manner in which elections are conducted, 
the extreme inconvenience to which electors are expoſed, and the 
intolerable expence to which candidates are ſubjected. 

Your Honuvrable Houſe knows that tumults, diſorders, outrages, 
and periury, are often the dreadful attendants on cunteſted elections 
as at ths time carried on. | V 

Your Honourable Houſe knows polls are only taken in one 
fixed place for each county, city, and h, whether the voters 
1 and whether they be reſident or diiperied 
over Enghnd. F 

Your Honourable Houſe knows that Polls, however few the 
Electors, may by law be continued for fifteen days, and even then be 


ſubjected to a ſcrutiny. 


Your Honourable Houſe knows that the and conduct 
of polls is committed to returning officers, who, the very nature 
of the proceedings, muit be inve ted with exrenſive and diſereti- 
onary powers, and who, it appears by every volume of your Jour- 
nals, have but two often ex-rc:ted thoſe powers with the molt groſs 
part al ty a- d the meſt ſcandalous corruption. 

Ot elections arranged with ſuch litile revard to the accommodation 
of the parties, acknowledged to 1equire ſuch a length ot time to com- 
plete, and truſt d to the ſuperintendence of tuch ſuſpicious agents, 
your Petitioners might eaily dra v out a detail of the expence. But 
u is unneceſſary. tact is too notorious to require provt, chat 

. 2 


(2 
enn be produced, e Member has obtained a 
Pulament, a 2 leis cuſt than nu two to five thuu- 
j paricular caſes are not wanting where ten times theſe 
id, but i is ſuſſicient fur your Petitioners to affirm 
prove it if vecied, that, ſuch is the expence of a 
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r funds than the law requires him to ſwear to as his qualifica- 
to fit in your Hongurable Houle, muit ether relinquiſh h · a pre- 
tensions on the appcarance of an oppotition, or fo re lu e his fortune 
in the conteſt, ht be covid not take bis frat without p: jury. 

Tu revision of the orig nal polls before the Cunmittees of your 
Honourable Houte upon appeal from the decilion of the returning 
officers, affords i fr:th fource of vexation and <cxp-nce to all par ties. 
Your ho-nouravle IL. uſe knows, that the cumpliicated rig u of vorn-, 
and the ſhameful practices which diigr ce election proceedings, nave 
fo loaded your table with Petitions tor judg nent and redr-is, that 
ane ha. f ot the uſual dw ation of « Parliament, has ſcarcely been ſuf- 
ficient io ſet le who is entitled to fit for the other hut; 
till within the lait two nonths, that your Honourable Houſe hid an 
opportunity uf d:icovering, that the two Gentlemen, who fat and. 
voied near three years as ihe Repreſentatives of the of Stock 
bridge, ha procured themſelves to be elected by the ſcands]- us 
bribery, and that ihe t · © Gentlemen who ſat and voted during as 
a peniod for „ r atm Lee ES en | 
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ſovereignty of the country, to the equal danger 
of the Lords, and of the Commons. 
of which your Petitioners complain, is of two 


threatens to the 
of the King, 


The operation of the ins ſpecies of Patronage is direct, and fub- 
ct to poſitive — EricaTY-FOUR individuals do by their 6wn 
immediate authority ſend ons HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN of 
pe Es WINE to Parliament. An your IE 
ers are ready, if : be diſputed, to prove, to name tac Mem- 
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they, who are enabled by their forme, ubdickaed b- 

fition, to apply great means t 
ys infure to themſelves. 

chat pro , whether well 
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l — The Public Revenue 


had increaſed to above $6,000,000 
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